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1. Aeleresces:
s Puach repors 2717, 11T NAME 053,39 .
b, Punch roport 29142, LT Stewes ., Zezold, C3279%2
2. Comeur wAth findings of the woard of Iasuiry.

3, Hecomend that 117 NAWE 053339, end 1T Steven &,

© Bowold, mtmwhuswam!ingucthdWom
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2. Copy of DA Form &6

9. SOLI Election Form

10, Statement of lom-aveilability of 201

file dats on 1LY Semold
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SURJECT: Report of Soard of Inguiry
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1. The reccemendstion of the board %o contimme the status
NAME  and 1IT Steven N. Besold as missing as a resul!

actica is gproved.

2. The U.S. Army Mortuaries, 7, have no remains belleve
shove individeals snd imtelligence sources indicate they !

{nformation.
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11, MISSINC/MISSINC | ACTION IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

FINLEY, Dickie W. SCT HEC, 24 Bde, &th lnf Div
ZL Oct 65. He vas & mesber of s recomnaissence tesm which sade contact with
MiA hostile forces. Tesm was being extracted from ares and it is be-

lieved that be fell from s ledder lowered from belicopter during
evecuation procedure.
Coord/Province: 2ZV 207 135 Derlac . .

(BE20Ln, Steven T @ oNTA HHB, 24 Ba, 94th Arty,l08th ArtyGp

N Me ceT 220th Avn Co, 212th Avn Bn, l6th
- Ava Cp, lst Awvn Bde '

29 Oct 68. Pilot and artillery observer sbosrd an 01 silitary sircreft vhich,

MIA vith asother aircraft, was on aa srtillery firing sission in northern
half of Demfliterized Zome. Afrcraft wes struck by hostile wespons
fire and crashed., Aircraft did mot catch fire, and {rom sll1 indi-
cations, fuselage of sircraft was intsct. Other aircraft was unsble
to meke closer observetion becsuse of enesy fire. Missing in K. Vietnss,

Coord/Province: YD €00 270 Vinh Lind Special Zone .

SWANSON, Roger ¥. SCT DATA Co B, Ist Bn, 2§ Inf
31 Oct 68, Mesber of & recomnsissance patrol which was sabushed.by & hostile
MIA force. He vas wounded and last seen crawling through tall grass to
. evacuation belicopters. It wes believed thet he bosrded the heli.

copter, but was later discovered that he hed nOt. Ares was searched,
but no evidesce of his vheresbouts was found.

Coord/Province: XT 518 894 Tay Ninh

QOPLEY, William ¥, Gt OATA FOB 2, CAC North, Sth PG
16 Nov 68. Be was last seem on g long-renge reconnaissence potvol vhen wnit
MlA encountered bostile forces. He was wounded seriously and was left

behind during hesty withdrowel of other tess meabers.

TOOMEY, Sssuel K., Jt. MAJ R BQ, MACV, Sog, CCN, Sth
STmB . !E!! c‘ m 4 " " " " "
SCHOLZ, Klsus D. SSC P\ . - - " -
Arthur E., Jr. S$SG O & .o - " -
FITTS, Richerd A. SSC ' N
MEIN, Michael H. SCT P\ - . oo "
um ag l. w 9 ” - " " -
30 Nov 68. Passengers sboard s VNAF CE-34 belicopter im 2 £light of four air-
MIA croft on a combat mission in & Cenied area, whea aircraft was his

by hostile weapons fire, crashed and' burned. Coord: Classified.



ITEM 31 REMARKS (Cont'd)
ABSENT: NOME

proceedings and
proceedings and
1.
M
revard; that,
dlt
d.d
by
a8 e
findings,
d
N
your ccncept
m

marked “Exhibit A"

maried as requested,
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RCDR: Recuest the sppointing order be attached $o these
PRES: The appointing erder will be attached to the board

44 m mw

» 40 swear that the svidence you shall gl in the

the whole truth, and nothe

shall be the truth,
» ® belp you God?

Lt. Stevart: 1 do,
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ITEM 31 22MAEKS (Cemt'd)
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ITEM 31 REMARKS (cont'd).
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thing o add that you thisk would be of

help.
Lt. Stewart:

oy
aircraft,
that

PEES: Do you have axy further
%)
it
It
an unoon
tun
PRES: You made & vommert in the initia)

part of your statemsnt that mugt
about youwrself and Lt. NANG and

talking
observer?

Lt. Stewart: Beg your parden sir?
PRES: Who was Lt, NAWME

NAME

be clarified; you were

who was Lt,

observer?

Lt, Stewart: It was Lt, Bescld sir,

s

you observed Lt. NAME
%y can you sgy for sure that it was 3 flak

alreraft, or vhen

being hd
Iwmm.,qunnumdmm
I have seen op there, I've nsver soen one hit an aireraft

burst that hit his aireraft?
Well
that

PRESt When you s av the
eraft supposedly

Lt. Stewart:
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ITEX 1) RBUBES (Cont'd)
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ITEM 31 REMARKS (Cont'd)
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RCDR:  So in any case, you did not hear him snswer you!

No he 44 not snswer me,

Lt, Stevart:

RCDR: OK. That is all I have,
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Cpt Strange: Now you asy Vsterboy, after you had chenged to their frequency,



ITRM 31 RDURKS (Cont'd)
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ITEM 31 RDMARKS (Comt'd)
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ITEN 31 RRURKS (Comt'd)
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PEES: Did you see the crash site?
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PEES: od af what altitude ware you, spproxisataly, when you sav the crash

e

FRES: Do you have axmything further you would like to add?

LS, Stewart: Bo sir, that 15 all.

w
i

Tou are sxcused,



ITEN 31 RRMUARKS (Cont'd)

THE SECOND WITESS T0 58 CALLED IS LISUTENANT BOSERT D. SURKLEY
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(Coat'a)

o= n

hmﬂumudu
HiE

it

&. m:zmm_

Jou d&id see the wircraft whem it Rit the pomd, Is

FEES: In other words,

that correct?

LS, Brideyr Yes ofr,

it &d exgplode,

FEES: Tou sav 2 explosion; mothing to indicate that when it Bt the growmd
Lt, Bokley: o odr,

stgyed in the aree spproxizately
of the airexeft, Is this correct?

Lt, Burileyr Yes air, that is. Vo contimued to lock for the dowmed

£l

but we never felocated 1%,
PEES: Did you Meer azy sound oo Guard from & sorvival

radio, 1iks a beeper,

or axy Ype of radlo transzissioa?
LS, Bokley Bo air,

Lt, Besold's alrereft?
oir, oy

PEES: 'hem the sireraft was hit, did you try to oomtect Lt, NAWE o
»

Lt Boiler %o

<1
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o 1 Dusss (Cea'd)

18, Buridayt xmwm-muuuumm
unmmum. It vam't a particularly
thwnm Xt-npdh-.-a@h.
u-umawmm Ind it vam't really ]
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gk 14 had gooe dow Just o Whe emthof e 3020
roacs. )



w;mmwm&su :cnmxscrnnmc. - «DNARDS

mnth.tmmtummumu.

PRES: Who, Wa-.hmuu-l.ht
PRES; MMNMDWWMQW? Other

CPT Léwards, mthu.hﬁq.

I 1 eusks (Coat'd)

say, crdomdoﬁ:duutm, that this

C'T Edwards: Segative. No more tranenisgions
ifically

PRES) Caa you spec

30

Bezold,

wvas Lt,




ITRX X1 s (Comt®d)

[ f. 23
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wice.
PEES: Is it sormal procesdares for you to memiter the alircraft frequese

of

CT Idwards: o, his woice didn't chacge at all. 1 sean, be was
i & orzal tee

cles vhenever your alrcraft gre in the oir?
CT Sdards: Yes, we alvgyes sonitor the asrial cbesrver's frequencies..
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ITRY 31 REMARKS (CowT'D)

We controlled the serial cbservers froz
220th
after
shall gl
trath,

that position,
algst
I do.

spposedly flew

CPT Edwards: That's affirmative,

PRES: Do you have anything else you would 1ike to add?

CPT Edwards: No sir; that's all,

PRES1 Your excused,
MMMEEMEWMBLJ.M
FRESt The next witness to be called s Lt.

Lt. Dalant

Lt. Dolans Lt,
APO

Denzis Lee X,
Sa Franeisco
here

NAWNE

o] | 3
u...m Nu..u
WMMMM Mn :
]

:,m u m
WN_ T

Lt.
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I 31 RS (Cont'd)
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PRES: In ctber words at no time the night defore, or a day after the ine

cldect happenad, cid you see the aireraft?

Lt Dalans That's right, at oo time &id I see the airersft.

» Wre you meaitoring Cuard? Is

PRESs Elther that niz-t or the next doy

s corsect?

besper or wy Yype of traoemissicn

@ guard?
Lte Dolms I never did hear a beeper or my trmsnission oo guard,

FEES: Did you ever at my Lime bear 2
PRES: Do you hawe mything you would 1ike %o add?

Lte Dolmnt That's affirsative.

Lte Dolans Bo sir, that'y it,

33




ITEM 31 REMARES (Cemt'd) L=
PRES: Your excused. '
mrmwmrouumxsmmnnmu.rm

Lt. Plarce: I do.
RCDRs mmnnu-,m.mm,m.mmm,
and statiom.

I8, Plarces Lt. Richard ¥, Plerce, First Lisutenant, 05k28033, Arsy, Sth
Battalion, kth Artillery, Dong Hs, Vietnaa.

PRESH Lt.m.umuw.-wwmhwummt
mmmummmmmwmumdm
wrackaze of the aireraft flown by Lt.
Lt. Bescld,

Lt. Plerce: Yes #ir. ¥ell I fomnd the aireraft the next
down in the evening and I found it the next
I &an't

o It went
&t spprox-
a watch

i

;
i
f
?
s

Lt Plercm !udr,u-umﬁutmmm.umm.
PRESt mmmm,ummmuundmmr

ané with his observer
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ITEE 7l RMURES (Comt'd)

PRES mmpouquu-amnmr
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Lt. Plercer TYes sir, I &4, rwzmqmm:u.



ITIN 31 REMARKS (Cemt'd)
PRES: Do you have anything else you would like to add to your testimcay?

Lt. Plercer Ko sir, that is all,

THF SIXTH WITNESS 70 E€ CALLED IS CAPTAIN CHARLES S, FIN(H JR

PREST You are excused,

g
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ITRN 31 RIARDS (Comt'd) oo
Cpt Pinchs I do,
BCR:  State your full name, grade, service number, branch, organisatica,
and statien,
Cpt Pinchi Ceptain Charles S, Finch Jr,, Ceptain, 05328510 Artillery, as-
mummm&..um-céq.m&.
m.mhmxu.

i Cpt. Finch, wo mnderstend that you ware e Platoce Leader of L8,
NAME Is this not so?

Cpt Plochs 1 was in the process of taking it ower, Cpt Serrells was,
but I took 1t over within the day or s,

k

FRES: Did you ever zet an actual good look st the adreraftf
Cpt Fincht I got « look at 1t from abost 600 feet I'd say.
PRES: Did you see the fusalage?

Cpt Pinch: I &id,

PRES: Was it intact?

FRES: Do you feel, a3 s pilot, that Lt, Sarrisen and Lt. Bezald cculd have
survived the crash? hmmmwhduu&cmt

Cpt Finchs I certainly do.
FRESs ltqtbﬂlo%m,c“hm,mmm
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ITEX 31 REMARKS (Cont'd)
tpe
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yuenug'ﬂ.qtm&m-

tion on it7

PRES: It was not distinctive emough that

Cpt Finchs Negative,
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w Uq-
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