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DBP1MMBNT OF THE AHMT 
HEADQÖiMBRS 223D CCMBAT SUPPORT AVUTIOM BATTALION 

APO San Francisco   96238 

■ 
• 

ATOD-B U Hormber 1967 

8UBJICT1 Operational Report for Qoarterly Period 31 October 1967 
(RCS C8FQR-65) 

TOt 8BS DISTRIBUTION 

I 

SECTION I Significant Organisational Activities 

1.   (U)   General 

a* During the reporting period, the 223d Combat Support Aviation 
Battalion continued to render support to oountoriiisur^oney.oppratiood in 
the II Corps Tactical Zone, to the fullest extent possible. The 212th 
Coebat Aviation Battalion became operational on 19 August 1967 and thus 
gained control of Army Aviation elements in I Corps. The 223d Combat 
Support Aviation Battalion was then relieved of command, administration 
and logistical responsibilities of the 131st Surveillance Airplane Conpany, 
220th Reconnaissance Airplane Company and the 282d Assault Helicopter * 
Company. Oh 15 September 1967, this battalion was also relieved of admini- 
stration and personnel responsibilities for the 196th Assault Support 
HellLoopter Company« This change has enabled the 223d Ccmbat Support Aviation 
Battalion to concentrate its entire effort to providing fixed wing aviation 
support to US Forces, Free World Military Assistance Forces and ARvN Forces 
within the II Corps Tactical Zone. During the period 1 August - 31 October 
1967, the battalion had the distinction of being visited ty the following« 

(1) Colonel David 6. Oust, Deputy Commander, 1st Aviation 
Brigade visited the 223d Ccmbat Support Aviation Battalion on 13 August 1967« 

(2) On 29 August 1967, the Commanding General of the 1st 
Aviation Brigade, Major General George P. Seneff, visited the Battalion. 
General Seneff was briefed on the battalion's operations and inspected the 
battalion's facilities. 

(3) Colonel Parson, Assistant Commandant of the U.S. Azny 
Aviation School visited the battalion on 23 September 1967. A conference 
was held by Colonel Parson to discuss end evaluate the effectiveness of 
fix3d wing training at the USAAVNS in proparing aviators for RVN operations» 
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(4) Cb 1 October 1967, Major Gonoral Robert R. Vllliena, 
Conmdiag Oeneral, let Aviation Brigade, was tho honored guest during the 
223d CoDbat Support Aviation Battalion Change of Canmand Cersnony« Lieutenant 
Colonel Leslie H, Gilbert assumed oonoand of the aviation battalion vice 
Idoutonant Colonel John H Richardson« 

The battalion, on 28 August 1967. ooopleted its move into the newly 
constructed headquarters building on the east side of the Qui Nhon Ansy 
Airfield* this construction project not only enabled centralisation of 
the Battalion Staff but provided more favorable working conditions and 
building facilities« Through the excellent cooperation end effort of all 
concerned with the building construction the project was a success« A new 
BOQ in the battalion area is now under construction to provide adequate 
quarters for all staff members« 

b« (U) The ISth Aviation Company has continued to meet its mission 
roquirondiits In all four Corps Areas of tho Republic of Vietnam and MAAG- 
Thaif Thailand with flight platoons located at Da Nang, Plolku and Nha Trang, 
and one aircraft in Bangkok, Thailand« 

Tho prlnary task at the Company Headquarters In Qui Nhon is 
maintenanco support of the flight platoons« The company's availability 
rate was eighty percent during the quarter, which represents a throe per- 
cent increase over last quarter« Also, tho löth Aviation Company's U-l 
Aircraft are presently being rotrofittod with tho now ARC % radio« The 
company area inprovonent and general onvironmont upgrade program has stead- 
ily progressed through the quarter« Tho conplotion of the noss hall reno- 
vation was accompli shod, a now company thoator is noaring completion and 
tho Orderly Room is undorgoing renovation« 

The First Flight Platoon continued to support tho 5th US 
Special Forces Croup and tho 3d US Marino Amphibious Force« The 5th US 
Special Forces Operation Delta started on 15 Soptonbor 1967 for a duration 
of forty-five days« The platoon, utilizing its U-l aircraft and a U-6A 
aircraft on lonn trm. USARV Slight Detpchmont to au^aont tho platoon re- 
sources, has flown on an average more than ten hours per day in support 
of "(fcoration Dolta0. 

The Second Flight Platoon at Plolku continued to support the 
II Corps Area, JUSPAO and tho 5th US Special Forces Group and MAAGTHAI in 
Bangkok« A relocption of aircraft fron HOLLOWAY AAF to Now Pleiku Is 
planned, but has not been accomplished as anticipated due to a shortage 
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of nap space and the present nuaber of aircraft based at the field. The 
reloortlon Is planned In that the 5th Special Forces» when the 18th Aviation 
Company supports and billets with Is In dose proadnity to the Ploitai Mr 
Force Base which would afford closer coordination and decrease transport 
time. Tragedy struck the Second Platoon during the month of August with 
tho loss of an aircraft and the crew, which resulted in a reduced opera- 
tional cababillty. 

The Third Flight Platoon (PROV) continues to support the 5th 
U.S« Spoolal Forces Group and JUSPAO throughout all four of the Corps areas« 

c« (U) During this period» the 183d Reconnaissance Airplane 
Company has continued to perform its visual reconnaissance mission in sup- 
port of tho II Corps visual roconnaissance program within Its four assigned 
provinces« On 1 September 1967» the 185th Reconnaissanco Airplane Company 
assumed this comppny's mission in Darlac, Quang Due end lem Dong Provinces« 
Tho airplanes and crew made available by this change were redistributed in 
Binh Thuan, Ninh Thuan, Khanh Hoa and Tuyen Due Provinces. These four 
provinces encompass some 19»200 kilometers of jungle» mountains and coas- 
tal plains. In addition» a four airplane section of the first platoon 
continued in direct support of tho Ataerical Division Artillery at Ghu Lai« 
This section has supported the Amerioal Division for the entire period and 
has boon primarily responsible for that organization having the highest 
ratio of observed ortillery fire to unobserved fire» in Vietnam. Also» 
tho company has continued to support the U.S. Special Forces Recondo School 
at Nhr. Trang» on an on call basis, the U.S. Navy Coastal Surveillance 
Center for coastal observation between Tuy Hoa and Phan Thiet and has 
assumed the responsibility of flying a dawn and dusk visual reconnaissance 
of the Dong Ba Thin - Cam Ranh Bay defensive perimeter In coordination with 
the area defense Commander. Assumption of this mission has released a heli- 
copter gunship section for utilization on other missions. 

Active participation by company aviators in combat operations 
within their supported province has been oxomplary. In the Americal Division 
area of operations» the 183d Reconnaissance Airplane Company has been highly 
praised for its contribution to the success of the division's combat effort. 
This is evidenced by the fact that three of the four aviators stationed 
there have been recommended for valorous awards by the division fbr actions 
above and beyond the oall of duty, CWO Louis F, Koenen, Captain David B, 
Murray and First lieutenant Janes R. Bazgell have all been rocomnondod for 
Distinguished Flying Crosses. CWO Koeven for saving his aircraft and ob- 
server» although seriously wounded» by making a safe landing at an insecure 
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airfield with no aileron control;    Captain Änrrajr for Jlofetroying a forti- 
fied Viet Cong base area and gathering intolligenco upon which highly 
successful subsequont operations wore executed; and Lieutenant Bazzoll 
for saving an IRVN unit tran certain annihilation by the Viot Cong,    In 
Ninh Thuon province. Captain Richard H, Kanerling has bean cited for rout- 
ing a cenpany of Viet Cong who were massing to attack a friendly hanlct 
at night.   In that action, ha was credited with seven Viet Cong KIA and 
fifteen Viot Cong WIA confimed. 

Through the concerted efforts of all nonbers of the conpany, 
nany inprovononts have been nade throughout the company aroa to provide 
officiant working facilitioa, bettor security and nor« confortablo living 
conditions.   Projects that have boon conplotsd or aro in progress ara:    a 
covered pemanont cormend bunker and two covered pomancnt personnel bunkers, 
pcrlneter guard towor with v. sandbag revetted bunker, extension to unit day 
roon to facilitate foming of on EM Club, continuous inprovenents to unit 
ness hall, aircraft naintenance hangar is being constructed by the Hth 
Engineer Battalion, hot water has been piped to the troop showers and eight 
0-1 aircraft rovetnents woro constructed. 

During this reporting period, the 183d RAC "adopted" a new 
orphanage in the Village of Ba Gnoi, Khanh Hoa province.    The nen of this 
urdt through donations and their own tine have contributed to the inprovo- 
nont of living conditions, health and happiness of fifty children.    Through 
coordination with the 10th Aviation Battalion flight surpoon, regular weekly 
MEDCAP visits to the orphanage are being made, also, a young wonan, who is 
anployed in the 183d HAC Moss Hall as a KP, was taken to Saigon to an eye 
specialist for exanination and fitting of an artificial eyo lost as a child. 
Even though the operation is being done free by the Vjotnanese hospital, 
considerable cost is involved in obtaining an artificial aye and billeting 
the wenan in Saigon for approxinatoly six weeks.    This expense is volun- 
tarily being not by the nen of the 183d RAO, 

Presently thirty-throe percent of the enlisted personnel of 
the conpany are serving on extensions in RVN, It is felt that this is a 
pririary indication of the high state of morale in the cenpany. 

d.    (U)   The 135th Reconnaissance Airplane Cenpany during the past 
quarter noved fron its stageing area at Dong Ba Thin by convoy to its per- 
manent in-country location at Ban Me Thout«   The conpany carried with it 
twenty throe tons of WABTOC and TC&E equipnont plus essential materials 
and supplies for the construction of its cantonnent area.    Departure from 
Dong Ba Thin was nade at 074.0 hours on 1 August 1967 via vehicle convoy 
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Through the concontrated efforts of oil nenbers of the conpany, 
under the supervision of personnel fron the 14th Engineer Bnttalicn, con- 
struction of the canprny's pennanent buildings and the new centonccnt area 
was carriad out throughout the nonths of August and Septenber« A total of 
ton buildings were constructed which vrare an orderly roon, ness hall, two 
BM barracks, one senior NCO barracks, two officer PCQ's, a ?upply and stor- 
age roon, one operations building and one naintenonce and cochnical supply 
building. Two additional structures, the not or pool building and an air- 
craft naintenance hangar will be constructed in the near future as requests 
are approved and materials becono available. 

The construction of the nain aircraft parking ranp was con- 
plated on 15 September 1967, alnco them, sixteen ton foot high aircraft 
rovotnonts have been erectoi. These revetnents were built in accordance 
with ongineor spocificrtiens and are constructed of two by four frano work, 
covered with three quarter inch narino plywood and filled with earth. With 
the conplotion of the ranp and the aircraft revetnents, the Lfcth Engineer 
Battalion teminated its nission in support of the 185th Beconnaissance 
Airplane Ccnpany and deported 17 October 1967, Since then additional con- 
struction and inprovenents have been done on a self-help basic, 

' *    On 25 August 1967, personnel and equipnent of the first and 
second platoons novod ty the aerial port systan to their designated province 
locations in preparation to going operational. The conpany assunod opera- 
tional responsibilities for five provinces (Phu Yon, Phu 3on, Darlac, Quang 
Due, Urn Dong) within the II Corps area on 1 Soptenber 1967, 

Since its arrival in country, the ld5th RAG has lost four 
aircraft which has roducad the units capability to fulfill its operational 
nission« These aircraft have been lost as a result of aircraft accident 
and coobet losses and have been dropped fror, the unlVfl property books. 

e, (C) The 203d Reconnaissance Alrplano Ccnpany*s advance party 
arrived by air carrier at Phu Hlop (Coordinates: CQ 201362 ), Republic of 
Viotnan, their in-country location, on 19 October 1967. The advance party, 
consisting of six key officers and four enlisted nan, were processed and 

CONFIDENTIAL 

by way of Highway 1 to Kinh Hoa and Highway 20 to Ban Me Thout. The road 
opening operation by the 23d ARVN Division was delayed and the unit was 
forced to spend one night in on open field along side the road at Due My, 
The novenent of the unit the following day encountered no unforeseen delays 
and it closed into Ban Me Thout (Coordinates« AQ 061001  ) at 1400 hours, 
where It noved into a tent city located at Canp Coryell, 
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given an in-oountry briefing by the 223d Combat Support Avictlon Battalion 
at Qui Nhon. The Cocpany Coonander, Major Charles A* Stephonson III, was 
briefed on the occupation of the unit onntomont area in the Phu Riep coo- 
plaoc and the proposed stationing plan for the oonpony's 0*1 assets« Approv- 
al of the oonstruction request for pemanent type buildings has hot been 
received as this reporting period ends» 

Lieutenant Colonel Leslie H, Gilbert, 223d Conbat Support 
Aviption Battalion Coonander, velconed the noin body In-country upon their 
arrival, 27 October 1967, at Csn Ranh Bey. Through noxlnun coordination, 
the entire noin body was innodiately air-lifted by the Air Force to its 
in-country location« This operation required a nininun of three hours for 
ccopletion« The unit's aircraft arrived 19 October 1967 at Vung Tau* A 
reassoobly tean was dispatched imodiately to Vung Tau to begin reassecibly 
operations« 

As this reporting period ends, the following projects are in 
progress or have been conpleted« 

location» 
(1) Thirteen aircraft have been delivered to in-country 

(2) Bevetnents for aircraft ore scheduled to begin innodiately« 

(3) A cooprehensive in-country flight training progran'will 
be conducted and supervised by other reconnaissance corpanies' instructor 
pilots in accordance with prescribed visual reconnaissance techniques and 
procedures« 

seven days« 

acconplished« 

(A) Mess hall and latrines are projected to be conplotod in 

(5) Installation of 2.75n rocket tubes is presently being 

The enthusiaan, norala and esprit do corps displayed by each 
individual neaber of the cocpany is comendable. 

f« (C) During the past quarter, the 219th Reconnaissance Airplane 
Ccnpany continued its primary nisslon of visual reconnaissance of the nor- 
thern portion of the II Corps Tactical Zono. In conjunction with the visual 
reconnaissance progran for the Pleiku, Kontun, end Binh Dlnh Provinces, the 
cocpany provided continuous support for the nosy ARVN and U.S. Forces opera- 
tiene conducted In those crors, Radio relay during daylight hours was 
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given to the 5th Special Forces' Operation Cbega, conducted in Pleiku 
Province* While supporting the ^th Infantry Division^ Operation "Itaneis 
H<irionN9 

NGreeleyN end "McArthur", two signiflccnt contacts occurred involv- 
Ir g aircraft of the 219th RAC. After the first contact on 4 Septsaber 1967, 
which resulted in five eneny KIA and three captured, Captain Charles W« Barnes 
and Warrant Officer O'Dell Owens were awarded DTC's for their extraordinary 
achievonent in locating and effecting the destruction of the eneoy force* 
The second action, Involving Captain Barnes again and Lieutenant Arthur 
Moreeraft, resulted in forty-nine North Viotnenese Amy KIA end three cap- 
tured* During both of these contacts, the aviators spotted the eneny force 
while on routine visual reconnaissance nissions, narked the targets, called 
in Amy and Air Force air support, and directed and controlled conbat assaults 
into the target area. 

As an indication of the exceptionally high degree of unit norale, 
the 219th Reconnaissance Airplane Conpeny is currently operating with an 
enlisted extension rate in excess of twenty-five percent* This high norale 
can be largely attributed to the outstanding leadership displayed by the 
officers and NGO' s, the good living conditions provided by the "Self-help*' 
progran of the conpeny, and the proven value, inportance and accomplisfanent 
of the nission of the conpeny« 

With the arrival of newly foxned 0-1 cenpenies end their sub- 
sequont doploynent in Vietnec, the 219th Reconnaissance Airplane Conpeny 
has been gradually consolidating its assets into the northern three pro- 
vinces of the II Corps Tactical Zone* Present plans Indicate that by the 
niddle of next quarter, the conpeny will be operating solely in the Kontm 
and Pleiku Provinces* 

g* (C) The 225th Surveillance Airplane Ccnpeny, conpletely opera* 
tlonal, flew day photographic, night infrared and side looking airborne 
radar support of IFFV Headquarters* The unit is providing infomatlon end 
intelligence to counter insurgency actlvitlos throughout the II Corps area 
and provides support to all Anerican and Allied Divisions and separate 
brigades* 

The conpeny operates on a twenty four hour per day basis with 
seventy five percent of the flights conducted during the hours of darkness* 
SLAB nissions are conducted prlnorlly in support of the Navy's Coastal 
progran of detection and detaining unauthorized shipping* The nissions 
are conducted at night under VFR and light IFR conditions under radar con- 
trol off the coast* Close coordination is naintained with on-site naval 
"Swift Boats" and all noving targets are reported* Border surveillance 
coverr.go has been porfomed, both day rnd night, to build ur> a data base 
and to assist the 4th Infantry Division in thoir intelligence collection 
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plfln« Ninety-fivo percent of infrnrod nissions ore conducted at night and 
occasionally during the early evening hours, IJ.1 nissions are in support 
of the entire Corps area and generally consist of fron two to four target 
areas» Visual Reconnaissance is conducted during daylight hours» The 
present aerial surveillance flying progrni within each twenty four hour 
period is as follow»» 

(1) VI^VP - One noring nission of two sortlos nnd one after- 
noon of two sorties* 

(2) SLAR - two nigfit 'nissions. 

(3) IR - Four night nissions. 

During this reporting period, the 225th SAC has flown an 
avorago of twenty five to thirty hours daily. The conpany has averaged 
six hundred hours per nonth and has flown roro than twenty four hundred 
hours since boconing operational. 

2. (C) Intelligence and Countor Intelligence 

a. Personnel Security, units are failing to follow through on 
personnel security actions prior to departing CONDS, Paragraph 18, USARV 
Regulation 6O4-5* requires no validation cf final clearances for personnel 
arriving in-country as part of a unit; final cloarancQs previously granted 
or validated by that unit at last CONUS duty station remain valid. Also, 
unit intelligence/security officers are not insuring that personnel per- 
foming duties which require access to classified defense infomation have 
been properly investigated and access granted prior to departure for duty 
in RVN, Scne CQMUS U,S, Amy Schools and installations are failing to 
initiate personnel security actions for students perfomlng duties in MOS's 
which require access« For instance, the Electronics school at Fort Huachuca, 
Arizona does not request clearances for enroute TDY enlisted students who 
are assigned to Mohawk units in Viotnan, Connon MOS's in this category 
are 05C, 26B, 26M, a6N, 35t, 71P and S^G, Tho result is that these school 
trained enlisted personnel arrive in RVN without necessary security clear- 
ances and a sizeable portion of their twelve nonths tour is unproductive 
due to the lack of a security clearance. This hau; been brought to the 
attention of higher headquarters. 

b, CONWS unit oormanders are failing to conply with Departnent 
of the Amy policy which requires screening personnel records of enlisted 
personnel in pay grades B6, S7, E8 and 89 and a national agency check 
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initiated for all personnel who have not been granted a SECRET or higher 
security clearance or for whan a national agency check has not already 
been initiated«    In May 1967, the battalion S-2 established inprocesslng 
procedures which insure sutnission of a request for a National Agency 
Chock before s newly assigned E6 or above is further assigned to a 
subordüaate unit. 

3-0    (C)   Operations» 

a. Operations«    The 223d Combat Suprort Avintion Battalion flew 
a totnl of 18,581 sorties and 22,802 hours   in support of oporrtions in 
Viotnan fron 1 August - 31 October 1967.    The reconnaissance airplane ccr- 
panios flow 13,436 sorties and a total of 17,541 hours in support of the 
visual reconnaissance progran end other connitnents in the II Corps Tactical 
Zone.    Battalion 0V-1 aircraft flew 851 sorties and 1,301 hours.    The 18th 
utility Airplane Canpony (ü-lA's) flew 4,294 sorties and 3,^60 hours.   The 
18th UAC also transported 373 tons of cargo and airlifted 11,236 passengers. 

b. Mmdatory training requirenonts were net covering subjocts 
required by current directives. This training is conducted at conpnny, 
platoon or section level as necessitated by tactical daployuent. 

4«    (ü)    Logistics:    (See par-graph 5, Part II) 

5. (U).   Civil affairs»    None 

6. (U)   Personnel! 

a. Fran the period 1 August - 31 October 1967, the Battalion 
suffered twenty one casualties with six resulting in death. 

b, Connand Chr.nges! 

(1) Major Janes T, Bridges assumed connond of the 18th 
Utility Airplane Company on 21 August 1967 vice Lieutenant Colonel John L# 
Yunkor. 

(2) Major Phillip Caldwell assuned connand of the li^bh 
Reconnaissance Airplane Conpony on 18 September 1967 vice Major Billy Chpfin. 

(3) Major Hetcher H, Maffett assumed connand of the 219th 
Reconnaissance Airplane Company on 23 September 1967 vice Major Eucie Spencer. 

(4) Lieutenant Colonel Leslie H, Gilbert assuned cennand of 
the 223d Conbat Support Aviation Battalion on   1 October 1967 vice Lieutenant 
Colonel John H. Richardson. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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(5) Captain Harold Heins assinod connand of the Headquarters 
acnd Headquarters Oatadfanent. 223d Combat Support Aviation Battalion on 
25 October 1967 vice Jlrst lieutenant Glenn J. Brioker« 

c» The following is a list of authorized etnd assigned strength 
and awards reoonaended and awarded as of 31 October 196? i 

• OTT 
AUTH I ■f IM OFF 

ASG 
W2 EM m. 

HHD 21; 2 86 109 15 2 86 103 

ISth 16 38 119 173 12 21 83 116 

256tJi 1 1 50 52 1 1 42 44 

163d 1 0 8 9 1 0 8 9 

183d 32 1 95 128 24 3 98 125 

219t|i 41 1 115 157 30 6 98 134 

343d 3 0 25 28 3 0 25 28 

203d 32 1 95 128 29 1 90 120 

225th 12 15 181 208 22 0 181 203 

821 st 0 1 17 18 1 0 20 21 

589th 1 1 38 40 1 1 .3^ 36 

185th 32 1 97 130 24 2 92 118 

TOTALS: 192  63  928 1183 165  37  857 1059 
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\h AWARDS RECOMMENDED AND AWARDED FOR THE MDKTHS OF AUGUST, SEPTEMBER AN) 
V OCTOBER 1967 

AQQ Sgg g£X                      TOTAL 
'   MSB SBS Affi SECD AMD RECD       AWD         HECD     AMD 

SILVER STAR                     CO CO 10              10 

LEGION OF MERIT               21 10 10              41 

DIST FLYING CROSS           56 61 91208 

SOIDIERtS MEDAL              0           2 0           0 0002 

BRONZE STAR (Ser)         16          5 117 99            3621 

BRONZE STAR (Ach)           10 10 11              31 

BRONZE STAR (Val)           10 00 00              10 

AIR MEDAL         55   60 68   22 29   80    152  162 

AM CLUSTERS       12^  298 249   64 49  102    422  464 

AIR MEDAL (Val)              11 20 15              46 

ARCOM (Ser)                   29        11 20        10 U        35            63       56 

ARCOM (Ach)                      22 32 20              74 

ARCOM (Val)                      01 00 0           0              01 

PURPIS HEART                   30 10 53             93 
TOTALi   IJ?       387 ^     364      107 121      236          724     730 
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7.    (U)    Slgnali    The 18th Aviation Cormany (Reliable) uwltchboard 
has been ccnbinod with Svargroen switchboard operrted by the 223d Ccnbat 
Support Aviation Battalion Ccnnunications Section.   The nerger of the two 
switchboards has elininatod duplication of effort .*nd provides better ser- 
vice to subscribers* 

The Battrlion Connunlcations Section roceivod the AN/VSC-2 high 
frequency trnnsceiver.   Upon receipt of the transceiver, the connunications 
section had it operational within one hour.   This set should enhmce the 
battalion's corcnunications capability to its subordinate units as they 
acquire the srae equipnont.    Although liritod in range the AN/VSC-2 has 
thus far exceeded expectations. 

SECTION II Coonander's Observation and Reconnendations 

Part I:    Observations (Lessons learned) 

1.    (U)    Personnel: 

a. ITEM:    Requirenont for additional Toch Inspectors, MOS 67F2,0. 

DISCÜSSICÄI:    The reconnaissance airplane companies have air- 
craft located in fourteen different googrpphical areas.    The eocpanios 
also havo an organic aircraft field naintenance capability.    In order to 
properly conduct a quality control progran at the field naintonanco site 
plus nonitor naintenance at the nany outlying locations, the maponles. 
require a nininun of three fixed wing alrcrrft inspectors, MOS 67P20.    It 
has been necessary to give OJT to an airplane repaiman in order to nrln- 
tain a nininun quality control program of ■unit aircraft naintonanco.    Cur- 
rent authorization provides for two personnel in MOS 67F20,    Because of the 
wide dispersal of the Birddog units in Viotnan, these tochrical inspectors 
are required to naintain aircraft naintenance quality control, 

OBSERVATION:    Future MTOE's devised for RAC's operating in 
Vietnon should roflect this roquironent. 

b. ITEM:    Infusion Progr^n 

DISCUSSION: During the past quarter» the reconnaissance 
airplane conpanies have experienced a forty percent turn-over in assigned 
aviator personnel. Within this forty percent only eighteen percent have 
been rotated to CONUS due to DEROS/ The other twenty two percent have been 
transferred as a result of infusion progrons rnd levies for other Job assign- 
ments throughout the cccmrnd. The continual novsrent of aviator personnel 
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has a very detrinental effect on the unit's capability to perfom the 
assigned nisslon of visual reconnniaaanco, croatos an unnocossary adnini- 
strativo burden due to repeated changes in the connand structure and has 
an adverse effect on unit morale and esprit de corps» The present policy 
of foming 0-1 units in CONUS and sending then to Vietnan as a unit night be 
beneficial for unit integrity but actually creates additional problena* The 
major adverse effects are: 

(1) 0-1 coopmies lose oxperienced aviators which results in 
a corresponding decrease in mission effectivonoss. 

(2) Increase in adninistrativo and training requiranents 
vMoh. furthoradversely effect company sized units« 

(3) Non-productivity of avintors until knowledgeable of area 
of operation. For those on a DEROS exchange this has taken approximately 
three to four weeks. For new aviators In-country the period of tine incroaes 
to six weeks» 

(4) Expressed dissatisfaction by supported ground camnnnders, 
since it is their operations that are nost effected, 

OBSERVATION: In order to reluc? porscnnel turbulanco, minimize 
or eliminate DEROS "humps", the 0-1 and evyr; U~i, aviator personnel should 
bo sent to established units in Vietnan, through the norral replacement 
system, prior to unit equipment being moved» Aviators would be assigned 
to oporational units and beccr.e proficient in-country while a »fall {Approx- 
imately four officers and 10 enlisted non) rear party prepares the units 
equipment for movement to Vietnam. If required, civilian assistanco could 
bo used in CONUS to ccr.plote necessary requiranents. % the tine the equip- 
ment arrived, the cempony headquarters could be established and preparod to 
boccno operational. Aviators in other companios, who have been sent through 
the normal replacement process and are excess to USARV manning levels, 
could then be transferred to the new unit. This would» 

(1) Minimize personnel turbulence. 

(2) Minlnize or eliminate DEROS "humps". 

(3) Retain a high degree of stability in personnel supporting 
ground troops within tholr own area» 

(4.) Greatly reduce administrative and training burdens» 
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(5)   Give to all areas more continuity to the visual recon- 
naissance effort* 

o«   ITBft   Personnel levy (Personnel Turbulence) 

fiXSCUSSIdft   During the quarter, an increase of personnel levies 
has caused nore than noroal personnel turbulence«   An increase in levies 
has taker qualified aviators fron the 0-1 units, leaving these units vith 
inexperionoed aviators*   Also, a lack of tt-l qualified aviators has caused 
personnel turbulence within the battalion in nn attempt to keep U-l quali- 
fied personnel avialable to the 18th UAC, 

OBSEHYATIONt   Tinely and appropriate placenent of new arrivals 
in-country oon^Ld prevent a najor part of this turbulence* 

2*    (C)   Operations« 

a*   ITBfi   Reed for trained observers on all visual reconnaissance 
flights* 

DISCUSSION«    In order to have an effective visual reconnaissance 
progron throughout the II Corps Tactical Zone, trained aorial observers 
trust be available for each flight*   Fran a safety point of view the pilot 
should not be expected to do the work of both r.viator and observer*   He .is 
eonoemed nainly with flying the aircraft and his attention is divided 
anong nany different areas* 

Although three aerial observer schools have been conducted by 
units of the battalion, there still exists a critical shortage of qualified 
aerial observers throughout the provinces of II Corps*   Many ARVN officers 
who wore trained for observer duties have been diverted to other duties, 
while others are slnply disinterested in the visual reconnaissance prcgran 
as evidenced by their chronic tardiness for flights and lack of preparation- 
no naps, weapons, etc*   Crew chiefs, cooks, clerks and other untrained 
personnel are currently utilized on nany flights due to the shortage of 
trained observers*   As a result nuch vital intelligence infomation is over- 
looked and on the other hand personnel are token fror, their prinary duties 
to act as observers* 

In order to havo an offoctive visual reconnaissance progrnn 
it is inperativo that the sane terrain bo kopt under constant surveillance 
by the sane observer and pilot*   This observer nust be available on a daily 
basis, and only then will the avintor/observer tean bo able to truly func- 
tion as a tean* 

N* 
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OOSKRVüTION: Trained observers arc essential for the visual 
reconnaissance progron, 

b.- ITlHi Use of M-26 hand grenade and rifle adapted launcher 
in an anti-aircraft role by Viet Cong in Phu Yen and Binh Dinh Provinces« 
Republic of Viotnon. 

DISCUSSION: Pilots first thought the air bursts observed 
were nortars* However, captured docuoents substantiate that the M-26 is 
fired fron a rifle with an adapted launcher« To date, no aircraft have 
been danagöd by this weapon« The round usually detonates approxinately 
200 feet above the ground. Captured documents and equipnent indicate that 
the VC consider this weapon to be effective against light observation air- 
craft and helicopters« 

OBSBBYATIONt Aviators oust be aware of this anti-aircraft 
throat« 

c. ITBH: Aerial Delivery of leaflets« 

DISCUSSIONi Often during this type of oporation, the naterlal 
being dropped is blown back into the tail surface of the aircraft« This 
can easily beocne a safety hazard if the naterlal beocnes lodged between 
the elevator and the horizontal stabiliser« 

OBSBRVATICWJ Extension of 30° - 40° of flaps greatly Increases 
the angle of down wash which causes the leaflets to drop well below the tail 
surfaces« Also, if the leaflets are bonded loosely with a rubber band they 
will hold together long enough to conpletely clear the aircraft before dis- 
persing« 

d« ITEM i Navigation and terrain avoidance equipnent in the 0V-1 
aircraft« 

DISCUSSION: The Installation of TACAN equipnent to provide 
reliable navigation and the installation of terrain avoidance radar to pro- 
vide a capability to descend in valleys in order to ressain within systen 
llrltatlons would greatly enhance nisslon success« A terrain avoidance 
radar coupled with the auto-pilot would allow a reasonably constant altitude 
to be flown over the terrain which would result in greater Intelligence 
being gained by the Infrared Systen and would greatly inprove the success 
of night Burvelllonce nissions in nountalnous terrain« 
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OBSBRVATION: A T/.CAN receiver instnllod in the OV-l aircsraft 
would greatly inprove the ability to navigate during the hours of darknosa 
and would allow nany targets to be completed thnt would otherwise bo un- 
successf'ul when the dopplor systen failed or proved inaccurate as it doos 
on apnrcgdnately fifteen to twenty targets per nonth. A forward looking 
terrain avoidance radar coupled with the auto-pilot systen w^uld allow 
constant terrain clearance altitutde to bo flown and would greatly increase 
the intelligence infomation gained fron the infrared system. 

e, ITEM: aiploynont of the AN/TAQ-IA infrared data tominal 
station in the central highlands of the RVN (OV-l). 

DISCUSSION: The line of sight limitation of the transmitter 
for the AN/TAQ-1A Data Terminal Station causes the systen to be practically 
useless when used in nountpinous terrain. On the majority of the infrared 
surveillance flights conducted in the II Corps area of operrtions, line of 
sight cannot be maintained as altitude ovor targets is low and secure 
areas whore the station could be placed are locr.ted in valleys or along 
the coast rather than on high ground. The limited range of the air to 
ground transmitter further reduces the ability to effectively employ the 
systen in the central highlands. Only one area in the II Corps AO is con- 
ducive to adequate omploymont and that is in tho plateau area southwest 
of Pleiku, Only about five percent of the infrared missions flown by this 
unit are in this area, and therefore it is uneconomical to employ the 
system for this small percentage of targets. 

OBSKRVATION: The AN/TAQ-IA Infrared Data Terminal Station 
cannot be effectively employed or utilized in the present counter insur- 
goncy type actions being conducted in tho central highlands of South Viotnan« 
This is primarily due to tho lino of sight and rango limitations of tho 
transmitter. They can best be onployed in the delta or flat lands of the 
Republic of Vietnam. 

f# ITEM: Doppler Inaccuracies 

DISCUSSION: Infrared missions each month either abort or fail 
to got sufficient coverage on approxlnatsly twenty targets due to do-nler 
inaccuracies or failure. The reason for the problons experienced has not 
been pin-pointed to date, but indications of excessive vibration caused 
by the M3A1 steel planking runway and taxi way are present. Sets will operate 
in nost eases successfully for a period of twenty days md then ccmplote 
ra-alignnent and adjustments must be made. Parts re supply for doppler con- 
pononts is also very slow. 
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OBSBRVATION: Doppler failures and inaccuracies have caused 
numerous target aborts» It apnearw that eono onvirormental condition is 
a possible cause of this. Indications are that vibration of runway and 
taxiway at Phu Kiep AAF nay contribute to this difficulty. 

g. ITEM: Observers, MOS 26S20 
■■" 

DISCUSSION! Observers arriving in the 225th SAC are mission 
roady and trained for IR and SL&R nssignnonts. The Conbat Surveillanco 
School at Fort Huachuca, Arizona is doing an exenplary job in training 
personnel for MOS 26E20, To date all new observers have required only a 
unit orientation and tactical briefing prior to assuning their duties as 
on observer. 

OBSERVATION: None 

h. ITEM; Care and cleaning of HO-166, Rapid Data Processor. 

DISCUSSION: The use of a 3 CJM air conpressor in cleaning of 
processor rollers has reduced in-flight failures of the rollers. The MK 662 
cleaning kit does not have sufficient bcllovs ocpdpnont to force water or 
air through the rollers to clean then properly. The use of the air conpres- 
sor to "blow out" the roller prior to a nission does awny with noisturc 
fron condensation in the rollers. The dry roller allows a clear print on 
the radar nap instead of a fog or dark print due to a diluted nlxture of 
developer when the roller is not conpletoly dry, 

OBSERVATION: The use of water under pressure as well as air 
to clean and dry rollers reduces in-flight failure of rollers. The dry 
storage of rollers helps reduce fungus causing blockage of roller. 

i. ITEM: Enploynont of 0V-1B (SUR) Aircraft 

DISCUSSION: The OV-lB (SUR) Aircraft are enployod tactically 
in II Corps of RVN for gurrolllance of the coastlines nightly and strategi- 
cally on the international boundaries on an "on call" basis. 

OBSERVATION: The SLAR is not effective in tho central area 
of II Corps due to not being able to penetrate tho Jungle canopy. There 
are no restricted ftree fire areas or curfew inland. The effectiveness of 
area search under these conditions is very lirdted. Along the coast in a 
tactical role the SLAR has enabled the Navy to increase their coastal sur- 
veillance nission by having positive informtion on all coastal traffic 
nightly. On tho international boundaries, no targets have been observed 
to date. 
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j9 ITBIi Supported units lack of knowledge of capabilities and 
llnltations of ZR Systco (07.1). 

DISCUSSION: Many units In the corps area ore not aware of the 
capabilities and llnltations of the AN/Ü/4S-4A Infrared systeru As a result 
many targets requested have little chance of coopletlon due to terrain and 
wsathar factors« Because of this lack of knowledge, a briefing has been 
conducted at the corps monthly Intelligence conference and a unit briefing 
tean is being organized to travel to supported units to overcome the above 
deficiency« 

OBSERVATION: The lack of knowledge of the capabllltlos and 
llnltations of the Infrared systao on the part of supported units can be 
tsnpororily overcone through briefings« This nust be a continuing process^ 
however^ sinoe S»3 and Q-2 sections experience a continual turnover of 
personnel« 

k*   ITEM: Canera Systen KiU30 (OV-l) 

DISCQSSION: The Visual Reconnaissance Platoon has experienced 
difficulty with the Thcnpson Optics Version of the KA30 conera body drive 
systen* The drive clutch cannot keep up with flln speed while operating at 
500 foot and below, at speeds exceeding approxiratoly 220 knots« Malfunc- 
tions have been experienced with the corputor set on 1000 feet and 200 kn^ts« 
All of the eleven failures experienced during the period 8-21 September 1967 
were attributed to flln jaaning due to tho failuro of the take-up reel * 
drive systen to take-up the required mount of exposed flln« 

OBSERVATION: feporionce of this unit indicated that the 
Thompson Optics Version of the KA^30 camera systen does not perform as well 
as the original Chicago Aerial KA-30, The two Chicapo Aerial Systems in 
this unit have iparated with 10C£ reliability« 

1« ITBI: Use of 0»1 aircraft for comnond and control ship in 
connection with ground operations« 

DISCUSSION: 0-1 aircraft are being utilized as G&C ships for 
"Eagle Jlights" in the Kontum Province« "Eagle Flights" are combat assaults 
by a ready, standby unit on targets of opportunity, or areas of suspected 
oneoy activity« The size of the unit is usually company size or smaller 
(ARVN), airlifted in 6 to 9 UH-l aircraft« The flight can in most instances 
be placed into the selected LZ in one wave« The targets are known enemy 
personnel detected during the course of a routine visual reconnaissance 
mission or areas determined to be likely enemy base camps, etc* The use 
of the 0-1 in this capacity has proven highly satisfactory« The 0-1 can 
remain on station for three hours and the aviator fs familiarity with the AO 
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• 

offers ounerous advantages. These are« (l) a thorough knowledge of enemy 
movement in the AC acquired tfarougn dally VR of the AC, (2) pilot can rapidly 

. fix positions with six digit coordinates and (3) the pilot can readily call 
artillery, tactical air, and knof gunships if needed, and control these as 
the command and cntrol observer sees fit* The C&C observer has two FM radios 
and one ÜHP radio available on board« The two FM radios eaa be utilised for 
automatic radio relay if desired« Compared to other aircraft, the 0*1 is less 
costly to operate and requires less maintenance, thus loss down time» 

OBSERVATIONi The 0-1 aircraft is efficient and economical as a 
Command and Control ship for small unit operations* 

m, ITEMs Survival Equipment 

DISCUSSION: Aviators of this battalion are experiencing dif- 
ficulty in obtaining full aft right travel on the control stick due to the new 
"lag type" survival kit, FSN 8465-201-0741« being strapped to the leg. The 
Ü5 Air Force survival vest, mesh type, FSN 8415-933-6231, can be modified to 
aocomodate all the survival equipment contained in the "leg typo" kit, plus 
survival maps, survival radio, pistol or revolver and ammunition. The vest 
will comfortably fit over the protective flak vest or armor breast plate. 

OBSERVATIONS This modification, which has been adopted by sev- 
eral units of this battalion, provides a satisfactory method of carrying 
survival equipment and removes the survival kit from the log thereby elimin- 
ating this safety hazard. (See incls 1 & 2) 

n. ITEM: Panoramic aerial photographs of airmobile operational 
areas. 

DISCUSSIONS Prior to a battalion size airmobile helicopter 
assault operation, an OV-1 aircraft of the 225th Surviellanoo Airplane Company 
was used to take a panoramic oblique photograph of the area to be assaulted. 
The aerial photograph was taken by the Fairchild-Hiller KA 60 nose mounted 
camera. The photograph was taken at the altitude and from the direction of 
the intended helicopter flight path, and included the landing zones. The 
photograph was used to pro-brief the helicopter aircrews and provided a clear 
unmistakable view of the operational area, and reduced pro-operation reconn- 
aissance flights and confusion during the operation. 

OBSERVATIONS Oblique panoramic aerial photographs can be used 
to considerable advantage by airmobile forces. 

3. (U) Training and Organisation: None 
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4«    (tT)    Intelligence; 

a, ITEMi    Inadequate debriofing of pilot-observer team by qual- 
ified S-2 personnel immodiatoly follwoing each visual reconnaissance flight» 

DISCUSSION:   There exists throughout the provinces of II 
Corps a definite need for qualified personnel to debriof tho pilot-obsorver 
toam following each flight.    Approxinatoly five hundred signficant intell- 
igence sightiftgs are turned in weekly by the three 0-1 companies operating in 
II Corp«,   These sightings ore turned in either by spot reports as thoy occur 
or in writing to sector personnel do-ily.    The sightings are then forwarded 
to II Corps G-2 Air where they are consoULdatod and transraittod on the fol- 
lowing days intelligence summary.    It is not possible to predict how irruch 
vital intolligence information is lost due to tho lack of timoly debriefing 
of pilots and observers .by qualified S-2 personnel.    In a few sectors'  (Kontur 
Dalat) debriofings are conducted by qualified S-2 personnel and the results 
have been outstanding.    However, in some of the provinces of II Corps, adequate 
debriefing procedures have not been established by Sector Perstnncl,    The duty 
of tho pilot and observer is to gather the intelligence inforaation, but the 
responsibility should not be placed on them to determine what information is 
important and what is not as they arc not awaro of the entire intelligence 
picture, 

0EcSRVATI0Nl   %y stationing qualüieä S-2 p^raonnel at üac> 
sector headquarters, with tho primary mission of tobrlofing, pilots And ob- 
servers returning from each mission could receive an adequate clebrl«fing, 

b, ITEM:    Intclligenco information available to US Forces 
moving into one or more of tho II Corps Provinces to begin a Tactical Operation, 

DISCUSSION;    Tho most detailed up-to-dato intclligenco in- 
formation sources available to US Forces moving into one of tho II Corps 
provinces is the Sector S-2,    Prior to moving into an area tho division or 
brigade S-2 should request an intelligoncc briefing from the Sector S-2, 
This briefing is at times not requosted by US Forces and on ono occasion was 
offered by the Sector S-2 and turned down by a US brigade S-2,   The 1st Av- 
iation Brigade Operations Manual states that the basic agency for collecting 
and monitoring intolligence in RVN is the sector headquarters and that the 
sector S-2 advisor should be consulted prior to planning and executing an oper- 
ation in that sector.    Although the abovo quoto was taken from tho 1st Aviation 
Brigade Operations Manual and applies only to Brigade units it is reasonable 
to asi-uae that other OS units would desire tho samo up to date intelligence 
Informations 

OBSERVATION:    Current Intolligonco information is avaLl- 
ablo from Sector S-2 personnol, 
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5. (U) Logifltlcs: 

a* ITEM: Protective clothing for personnel arming 2,75" 
rockets (0-1) 

t 

DISCIBSION:   There ban been two accidental firings of the 
2,75" rockets during arming.    In one instanco, the crow chief was protected 
by an APH-.5 flight helmet with visor down, fatigue jacket with sleeves rolled 
down, and heavy duty work gloves.    During the accidental firing, the crew 
chief's hands and face wore within inches of the rocket motor but due to the 
protective clothing ho was wearing, he suffered no burns.   The helmet also 
protected his ears from the motor blast noise, 

OBSERVATION:    Utilization of this readily available cloth- 
ing and equipment for this purpose is a sound safety practi.^o, 

b, ITEM:    Engine Oil Looks 

DISCUSSION:    This unit has experienced many oil leaks 
where the engine driven oil pump mounts onto Ihe engine acofcsory case, 

OBSERVATION:    The leaks have been stopped by locally man- 
ufacturing a fiber gasket and installing it at the back of the oil pump. 
This gasket is identical to the one foim:l on engines which are overhauled 
and returned to service by AEADMAC depot, Corpus Christi, Texas, 

c, ITEM:    Drain Adapter, Fuel P/N 0600-941-3721« 

DISCUSSION:    Some 0-1 aircraft are modified with self- 
sealing fuel tanks.    On those tanlca,  the drain adapter, fuel P/N 0600-514- 
54,, FSN 1560-941-8721, is made of very soft alurinum and can easily be strip- 
ped out whon removing and installing the valve, drain, fuel P/N 127B, 
FSN 2915-624-6950, located at tho bottom of the aircraft firewall, 

OBSERVATION:    Maintenance personnel must exercise caution 
when removing and installing the fuel dr^in valve, 

d, ITEM:    Housing, Push Rot, P/N 534603, FSN 2510^-396-3861. 

DISCUSSION:    Tho 183d Reconnaissance Airplane Company 
has received four 0-470-11B engines to fill requisitions for Ö-470-11A engines, 
FSN 2810-064-6520,   Three of these engines are equipped with housing, push 
rod, P/N 534603, FSN 2810-1396-3861 and spring push rod, P/N 626147, FSN 
2810-072-4625,   These assemblies are commonly found on tho 0-470-15 engine, 
FSN 2810-600-4663. 

OBSERVATION:   This unit has found that tho housing, push 
rod P/N 531183, FSN 2810-210-5297, normally used on the 0-470-11A engine is 
intorchangablo with the now items found on tho 0-47C-11B and 0-470-15 engine 
and there is no need to stock both typos of push rod housings in tho unit 
ASL, (Authorized Stockage List), 
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6, (U) Other 

a« ZTEMs FM Emergency General Frequency. 

DISCUSSlONi The 0-1 aircraft in Vietnam are equipped with 
two VM receiver/transmitters and one ÜHF recelver/tranemitter« The majority 
of miseiona for the Oul aircraft ore conducted on FM frequenciee and often 
in areas where UKF is ineffective due to terrain intarforence. 

OBSERVATION» An FM emergency "guard" frequency common to 
all towers and flight following facilities would facilitate the making of an 
emergency coll to radios monitoring the FM guard channel« It is also valuable 
in the event the only ÜHF airborne radio bocomes inoperative, leaving tho 
pilot without any guard capability* Prosontly, an aircraft with an inoper- 
ative UHF radio is reported not mission ready oven though tho two FM radios 
are operating* 

Part 11 Recommendations 

1» (U) Porsonnelt 

ITEMt Reference Section II, Part I, paragraph la, requirement for 
additional Technical Inspectors, MDS 67F20, 

REGOMMEKDATON: That tho ourront TO&E be modified so as to auth- I 
oriae each Oul company three slots for a 67F20 MDS (Technical Inspector)«  / 

2« (C) Operations: 

a« ITEM: Reference Section II, Port I, paragraph 2a, nood for 
trained observers« 

RECOMffiNDATIOU : That II Corps assist ARVN personnel in estab- 
lishing observer schools, and that graduates of these schools be assigned 
tho primary duly as aerial observer for a minimum of one year« 

b« ITEM» Reference Section II, Part I, paragraph 2b« Uso of H-26 
hand grenade and rifle adapted launcher in an anti-aircraft role by the Viet 
Cong« 

RECOMMENDATION» Dissorainatdon of this information to other units« 

o« ITEM» Reference Section II, Part I, paragraph 2d« Navigation 
and Terrain avoidance equipment In tho OV-1 aircraft« 

RECOMMENDATION: Install TACAN equipment in all OV-1 aircraft« 
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I CONFIDENTIAL 

f AVGD-DS U Novombor 1967 
SUBJECT« Oporatlonta Report for Quartorly Period 31 October 1967 

d« ITEM: Reference Section II, Fort I, paragraph 2o« Anployment 
pf the ANAAQ-U, 

RECOMMEINDATIONI The AN/ftQ.2 SLAR and An/TAQ-IÄ. IR ground link 
terminal stations should be tronsforod to units operating in terrain noro 
suitable for their use. 

e, ITEM: Reference Section II, Part I, paragraph 2i« Enployaont 
of ÖV-IB SLAR aircraft, 

RECOMMEMDATION: (l) Establish curfews, free fire areas and 
restricted areas inland and along coast« 

(2) Give SLAR priority of effort with Navy to 
permit imnediate response by Nävy of SLAR spot reports« 

f# ITEM: Reference Section II, Fart I, paragraph 2J» Supported 
units look of knowledge of capabilities and limitations of IR syste« 

RECOMMENDATION: (l) Insuro S.2 and &-2 Air personnel receive 
training in this field« 

(2) OV-1 unit liaison officer at supporting 
unit headquarters (i.e. IFFV G-2 Air) be highly knowledgable individual in 
the total aerial surveillanco systea and continually advise G-2 Air peraonnel 
as well as all requestors on Mohawk sensor capabilities and limitations* 

g« ITEM: Reference Section II, Fart I, paragraph 2k. Camera 
system KA-30. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Thoopson Optics Version of the KA-30 
Camera system be modified to insure proper operation of the take up reel 
drive, or that these cameras bo replaced by the Chicago Aerial KA-30 system« 

3« (U) Training and Organization: None 

4« (U) Intelligence 

a« ITEM: Reference Section II, Part I, paragraph 4a« In» 
adequate debriefing of pilot obsorvor teams by qualified S-2 personnel im- 
mediately following each visual reconnaissance flight« 

RECOMMENDATION: Request that II Corps station qualified 
S-2 personnel at each sector headquarters to debrief pilots and observers 
at the completion of each visual reconnaissance flight. 
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AVGD-DE U' November 1967 
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period 31 October 1967 

b9 ITEMs Reference Section II, Port I, paragraph 4b« IntoL- 
llgoaeo Information available to US Forceo moving into one or more of the 
II Corps Provincea to begin a tactical operation« 

RECOMBINATION: US Foroea should request a briefing by- 
appropriate sector S->2f8 prior to beginning a tactical operation In II Corps« 

5« (U) Logistics: 

a« ITEM: Reference Soction II, Part I. paragraph 5a« Prot- 
ttectlvo clothing for personnel arming 2975

n rockets (O-l), 

RECOMMENDATION: That personnel arming 2.75n rockets on 0-1 
aircraft be equipped with minimum protective clothing consisting of APH hel- 
met, or equivalent, with visor, long aleoved Jacket and leather gloves to 
completely cover exposed hands and forearms« 

b« ITEM: Reference Section II, Port I, paragraph 5b« Engine 
oil leaks. 

RECOMMENDATION: That information concerning the locally 
fabricated oil punp gaaket be disseminated to all using units« 

6« (U) Other: None 

2 Inol LBSLIE H« QILBBHT 
1 - Sketch Survival Yaat (Ft View)     LTC, CB 
2 - Sketch Survival Vest (Roar View)   Oomnndlag 

OISTRIBOTIOVt 

3 m AGSfOR DA 
2 - GIN UBARPAC 
3-00 OSARV 
1 - 15T AVN BOB 
1- IFFV 
1 - 17TH GAG 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
A AVOD-0C (15 NOT 67) 1st Ind 

SUBJECT i   Qpmtional Report for Quartarly Pvrlod lading SI (tetobar 1967 

HUDQUaTERS, 17TH COMBAT AVIATION OROUP, APO 96840   18 Nor 67 
■ 

TO»   Cowianding Ooneral, Ist Flsld Force VietMn, APO 96240 i 

1.    (0)   The E28d CSAB Oporatioml Report for Quarterly Period Siding 
51 Oct 67 is formrded for inforoation and aetion as neeeeaarjr» 

2«    (C)   This Headquarters has rerieved the report and eoneors «1th 
the following eaceeptiont   Reference Personnel itea in Soetlon II, Fluri TI, 
para 1|   Non-Cone ur.   Recent Or cup relocation of 0-1 assets has allleriated 
this requlrenent through reduction of ff looatior, of 0*1 units«   Adeqoaie 
■aintenance superrisor« are provided by MTOE (Submitted Ost 67) to insure 
quality control«   This is substantiated by an arerage aircraft arailakility 
in excess of 90JC. 

PGR THE COMCAHMRi 

A. H. tIAPF 
MAJOR, Infantry 
Adjutant 
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AVFA-GC-OT (U MOT 67)        2d Ind 
SUBJECTS Operational Report - Lessons Learned for Quarterly Period Ending 

31 October 196? RCS CSPOB-65 U1C HDZKAA 223d GSAB (U) 

HEADQUARTERS, I FIEU) FORCE VIETNAM, APO 96350 

10s Cowanding General, 1st Aviation Brigade, APO 96307  1 7 DEC 1967 

This headquarters has reviewed the 223d Combat Support Aviation Bat- 
talion Operational Report - Lessons Learned for the quarterly period ending ' 
31 October 1967 and concurs with the recommendations and observations as 
modified by the previous indorsement« 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

JAMES P. GASTON 
Cnptrfn, AC.C 
-v..       r .v;j JI:! ;[ C^noral 
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* AVBA-C (14 Kov 67) 3rd Ind 
SüBJciCT:    Operational keport for Quarterly Period 31 October 196? 

(LCS CSFOi^65) UIC WDZKAA (U) 
DECsStNT 

HEADOJART^.S,  1ST AVIATIOJ BRIGADE, AFO 96384 

THSU:    Coonnanding General, US Arny Vietnam, ATTN:   AVKGC-DST, AFO 96375 
Gonmander in Chief, US Arny Pacific, ATTN:   GPCF-OT, AFO 96556 

TO:        Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the Aray 
(ACSFOt DA), Washington, D.C.  20310 

1 •    This headquarters has reviewed subject report of the 223d Combat 
Support Aviation Battalion, considers it to be adequate and concurs with the 
contents as indorsed. 

2.    The following additional cement is considered pertinent:    reference 
Section II, Part I, para ^a and b, page 24; this headquarters will obtain 
additional information concerning these observations and will publish the Infor- 
mation in the monthly supply and maintenance letter. 

FQi THE omwm.t 

;^ s M. com 
■T, AGC 

Adjutant General 

dSmSr 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

It 
AVHGC-DST (14 Nov 67) 4th Ind (C) 1 * 
SUBJECT:   Operational Report for Quarterly Period 31 October 1967 

(RCS CSFOR-65) 

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM, APO 96375     «' 3 JAN 1968 

TO:   Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN:   GPOP-DT, 
APO   96558 

1. (U)   This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons 
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1967 from Headquarters, 
223d Combat Support Aviation Battalion (DLKA) as indorsed. 

2. (C)   Pertinent comments follow: 

a. Reference item concerning AN/ARN-52 TAG AN, page 15, para- 
graph 2d:   Concur.    Limited quantities are available in RVN in units equipped 
with U-21 and OV-1 aircraft.    The distribution plan for the TACAN receiver 
includes units of the 223d Battalion. 

b. Reference item concerning terrain avoidance radar for OV-1 
aircraft, page 15, paragraph 2d:   Nonconcur with requirement as stated.    The 
stated requirement for a terrain avoidance radar is contradictory.   A terrain 
avoidance radar coupled to the auto-pilot would not allow for a reasonable con- 
stant altitude to be maintained unless the aircraft were flown at sufficient al- 
titude to clear all terrain obstacles.   To obtain suitable IR and especially 
SLAR imagery, the aircraft must be maintained in a stable altitude along a 
constant track.   For aircraft flying below obstacle heights, the aircraft would 
be required to bank and climb, destroying the IR and SLAR readouts.   Air- 
craft flown at sufficient altitude to clear all terrain obstacles need only en- 
gage the altitude hold mode of the auto-pilot in order to maintain a constant 
barometric altitude.   A terrain avoidance radar is a stated requirement in 
Combat Development Objectives Guide,  however, a suitable system has not 
been developed to meet this requirement.    If a requirement exists for this 
type of equipment in RVN,  an ENSURE action should be submitted by the unit 
with suitable justification. 

c. Reference item concerning improved methods for cleaning rollers 
of the block assembly of the RO-166 SLAR imagery recorder, page 17, para- 
graph 2h.   Improved methods for cleaning the RO-166 rollers should be sub- 
mitted by the using unit as an EIR to ECOM. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVHGC-DST (14 Nov 67) 
SUBJECT:   Operational Report for Quarterly Period 31 October 1967 

(RCS CSFOR-65) 

d. Reference item concerning the Thompson Optics version of the 
KA-30 camera, page 18, paragraph 2k; and page 23,  paragraph 2g:   Concur. 
Difficulties encountered with the Thompson Optics version of the KA-30 
camera drive system have been reported by other Mohawk units.   Equipment 
deficiencies should be submitted as an EIR to ECOM.    KA-30 cameras are 
included in the closed loop maintenance support system.    Two cameras will 
be evacuated each month to CONUS for rebuild. 

e. Reference item concerning supported units lack of knowledge of 
capabilities and limitations of IR system, page 23,  paragraph 2f:   Concur. 
The lack of properly trained G2/S2 Air personnel has been identified as an 
important shortcoming of the reconnaissance system in Vietnam.   The re- 
cently completed USARV pamphlet on the utilization of the aerial surveillance 
company, when distributed, will provide adequate information about the 
AN/VAS-4A system for the G2/S2 Air.    The G2 Air Course conducted monthly 
by the 1st Military Intelligence Battalion (ARS) also provides a means of up- 
grading the proficiency of G2/S2 Air personnel in all aspects of G2/S2 Air 
work. 

f. Reference item concerning intelligence information available to 
US Forces moving into new areas to begin tactical operations, page 24, para- 
graph 4b:   Concur.   The province S2 and the district S2 have the latest avail- 
able information concerning the conditions and VC situation within their areas. 
The Sector Operations Intelligence Center (SOIC) at province level and the 
District Operations Intelligence Coordination Center (DOICC) provide co- 
ordinating points for the exchange of information and conduct of operations 
within their areas. 

g. Reference item concerning protective clothing, page 24, para- 
graph 5a:   Concur that protective clothing should be worn during the arming 
of 2. 75 rockets on O-l aircraft.    It should be noted, however, that AHP-5 
helmets were not stocked for that purpose.    Field jackets are a regular item 
of issue to enlisted men and could be used by the armament personnel.   Ac- 
cordingly,  heavy leather gloves are a regularly stocked item. 

h.    Reference item concerning engine oil leaks, page 24, paragraph 
5b.   Insufficient information is provided concerning what model engine is 
giving oil leak problems.    Action in 3d Indorsement,  paragraph 2 is deemed 
adequate. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
AVHGC-DST (14 Nov 67) 
SUBJECT:   Operational Report for Quarterly Period 31 October 1967 

(RCS CSFOR-65) 

3.    (U)   A copy of this indorsement will be furnished to the reporting 
unit through channels. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

D. L TUMAN 
Major, AGC 
Asst Adjutant General 

Copy furnished: 
HQ, 223d Cbt Spt Avn Bn 
HQ,  1st Avn Bde 
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CP0P-DT(14 Nov 67) (U) 5th Ind 
•UBJlCTs    Operational Report for the Quarterly Period Boding 31 October 

1967 fro« HQ 223d Cbt Spt Avn Bn (UlC: HDLKAA) (BC8 CSFCÄ-65) 

HQ, US ABOT, PACIFIC, APO 9$m Francisco 96558      1    MAR >^8 

TO:   Aaalitant Chief of Staff for Force Oevelopnant, Oepartatnt of the 
Aray, »aahlngton, 0. C. 20310 

Thia headquartera haa evaluated aubject report and forwarding 
indorsanenta and concurs in the report aa indorsed. 

FOR TUB COMAMOBR IN CHIBF: 

V A 

ö€ 

F. OSBOWRv>l 
AAAJ. AGO 

Asst AG 
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US Air Force Survival Vest, Mesh T^TModified) ISN 8415-933-6231. 
FRONT VIEW 

1,   BnUt-in. poojcet- Ueed fqv HW9%V*l mp* (j4»B^ip)»nd etro'je llfi^t, 
2. Buttt-iMockelj fpr lopt?» ci4.pp ^pr 45 p^-Ptol oi» 0^i;r» 30 cal rounds, 
3. Survival kit, Indiv. leg type (attached to va8t)i 
4. Pocket for survival radio, RT 10, 
5. Mm fiarts, handheld, n^ght/day, 
6. Pistol, 

Incl 1, 
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W UP Force Survival Vest, Mooh Type (hfadlfied) IflSN 8a5-933-6231 ¥ 

m&im 

1. Pistol, oal .4.5 or cal ,38 w/holster, 
2. Survival Knife, 

Incl 2, J^ 



lINfiUSSIFIEÜ 
Security ClnimincaUon 

f 
DOCUMENT CONTROL DATA -R&D 

(ituHlr gftWglWggWgg 9l till; ho4y 9t »iatmtl ggg Indtulnfi mnnoimllöm mum bt »wferiid whm th* ovrall fpofi I» tlgtaUMi 
t. ONIOINATIN« ACTIVITY (Coipeff mulht) 

OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 2Ö310 

M. RKPORT SKCUNITV  CCAtSiriC A TION 

Confidential , 
lt.  OROUI* 

s. mumomr TITLK 

Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 223d Combat Support Aviation 
  Battalion (U)     

4. i (Trp* ml Mpari 

■i unit tomtomtä Mttjum 
9*4 IlMflMlV* <•!••> 

d in counterimuryencv ooerations.   * ^"8 * 31 Oct  1^67 
I. wSftmmmfwmtmSSm, SSMR NNNSC MSTüSSQ 

CO, 223d Combat Support Aviation Battalion 

14 November 1967 
TM.   TOTAL NO. OF FAOKt 

34 
M. CONTRACT OR «RANT NO. «(•I 

k. RROJKCTNO. 674057 

N/A 
Iftfa Mp»fi) 

>»•» f4iir •*•» -Aaf «MT *• —10*4 

10. Oll 

II. II. aPONMRIN« MILITARY ACTIVITY 

N/A 
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