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220th Aviation Company
“Catkillers”

3rd Marine Division
Aerial Observer

This is a copy of the log book used by Captain 
Donald E. Pellecchia, USMC Aerial Observer 
(AO), during service with the 220th Aviation 
Company, from 11 March 1967 until his injury 
on 19 December 1967 and medical evacuation 
to the USS Sanctuary, then stationed off the 
coast east of Da Nang.
http://www.seastory.us/sanctuary/history.htmlSacred Papa
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29 October 1967:
Don included a note to define the asterisk information 
located inside the back cover: “ *Capture of V. C..
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As CPT Rick Johnson and Capt. Don Pellecchia landed,
Dong Ha airfield was under artillery attack. They were
re-arming when a rocket being inserted into a rocket
tube exploaded and sent backblast rearward at Don’s 
body. He was medevaced to Da Nang and then to the
USS Sanctuary. From there he went to Japan and later
on to Jacksonville Naval Air Station, Florida. 

©Produced February 23, 2012, by Donald M. Ricks, CATCOM Editor, Catkillers.org


